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Sunday Morning Schedule Changes Coming June 25 
Summer Trial for New, More Convenient Schedule 

 

Beginning on June 25 our Sunday 
morning worship schedule will be as 

follows… 
 

8:15 to 9:15 AM - Weekly Worship with 
          Communion in Sanctuary 

 

9:20 AM- Children and Youth Sunday 

     School Class Gathering 
 

10:30 to 11:30 AM- Connection Worship 
        in Bradley Hall 

 

11:00 AM to Noon - Traditional Worship 
             in Sanctuary 

 

Adult Sunday School classes will be free to 
determine their own starting and ending times, but 
those with people in Connection will want to begin 

by 9:25AM if they want a full hour of Sunday 
School. 
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Pastor Alan -- Provides an Overview of the 

Work of the Evangelism and Worship Task Forces 
– Regarding Worship Schedule and Other 
Proposed Changes. 

On the day of his Ascension, Jesus gathered with his 

disciples and commanded them: “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20) He further 

said:  “...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

In the United Methodist Church, we have taken this to be the 

mission of the church. We express it this way: our mission is “to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world.” Here at Highland, we seek to live that out by being “an 

inviting family of faith seeking to love, serve, and share Christ in 

our community and the world.”  

While Jesus tells us to be his witnesses “in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth,” our statement 

rightly focuses on the need to begin in our Jerusalem. We must 

faithfully serve as witnesses to who Jesus is and what he has done 

for us to the people closest to us here in central Raleigh. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, we see that the disciples did just 

that. They began by concentrating on their Jerusalem. When the 

newly converted pilgrims in town for the celebration of Pentecost 

returned to their hometowns, they, in turn, began to focus their 

efforts on their own “Jerusalems” – their hometowns. 

There are many parallels between the first century church 

and our own circumstances today. The first century church grew 

and thrived in a highly mobile time of change. The early church 

was primarily an urban phenomenon, expanding as Christians 

moved from city to city. The early church struggled with issues 

of identity as the number of Gentile converts began to quickly 

outnumber the Jewish Christians in these urban communities. 

We also live in a mobile society that is experiencing 

considerable change and challenges. We also have to consider 

our identity in a culture that no longer accepts being a Christian 

as the status quo. Increasingly, we are realizing that our identity 
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must be found in who we are as persons growing in the mind of 

Christ and as a community observant of the work of the Holy 

Spirit in unexpected places with unexpected people.  

I will finish my first year at Highland at the end of June. 

During this time I have the opportunity to talk with many of you 

about Highland – its past and its future, and where we are now. 

This past summer and fall I had a series of home meetings where 

we discussed a number of things about Highland. We talked 

about things you felt Highland did well, and areas where you 

would like to see improvement. We talked about how Highland 

had plateaued some time ago and is now actually in a decline. 

While we have a past that is worth celebrating and lifting up, we 

also have a future we must claim and embrace. That means we 

need a clear vision of where we believe God is leading us to 

faithfully serve as disciples of Jesus. How can we make Jesus 

known to the community around us? How can we help connect 

the people we reach to the Jesus who has come to mean so much 

to us as his disciples. Indeed, what is to be our vision for being 

that community of faith – a community of disciples of Jesus who 

make other disciples of Jesus? 

We also talked about worship at Highland. Remember, I 

asked each of you to share which service you attended and what 

you liked most about that service. Here are a few takeaways I had 

from those discussions. 

The early worship service is our smallest gathering, 

averaging around 60 people. But these 60 people represent a 

strong and faithful core of people here who are highly consistent 

in their attendance and support of Highland. People attending this 

service love coming early to worship and find tremendous 

meaning in the weekly celebration of the Eucharist. People who 

have joined Highland during this service often share with me that 

they looked for a United Methodist Church with a weekly 

celebration of Holy Communion. What complicates this is that 

Pastor Salman is being appointed to another church. That means 

that come July, I will be the only pastor authorized to preside 

over Holy Communion. 

The people who attend the Connection seem to be a more 

varied bunch. There are those who attend because they like the 

music and the style of worship. There are also those who attend 

because they like the informality of the service. They like being 

able to have their coffee and worship too. The time of the service 

isn’t that big of an issue, but the difference in attendance from 

8:45AM and 9:00AM is quite noticeable.  

We recently conducted a Facebook survey that showed that 

people who live here in Raleigh would be more interested in a 

service that started later in the morning. For contemporary 

worship 10:00AM to 10:30AM seems to be the preferred time to 

begin such a service. This is especially true for families of 

children who don’t want to have to get the family ready too early, 

but don’t want a service that extends later into the day because 

of family activities. 

Those who attend the 11:00AM service love the traditional 

style of the service and love singing traditional hymns. Many of 

them spoke about a sense of loss with the changes in the music 

ministry and would like to see a greater effort in rebuilding the 

choir. Many of the more recent worshipers at this service point 

to the friendly welcome they received when they entered 

Highland. 

The worship schedule that we are proposing for a summer 

trial, would begin June 25 and end on August 20. On the 

Wednesdays, August 9 and 16, we will meet in our Holy 

Conversation format for a time of discussion and an evaluation 

of the summer schedule. So, we are presenting this to you – to 

try this schedule of 9 Sundays (about 2 months) and come back 

to evaluate the experience.  

The Task Forces on Worship and on Evangelism have been 

hard at work these last couple of months. They have been 

reviewing US Census data, data from various credit agencies, a 

Facebook initiated survey of preferences of people here in our 

area, worship evaluation forms from all three services, trips to 

other churches in our area and interviews with their leadership 

and information that visitors to our own worship services have 

shared with us. The members of these Task Forces have been 

selected to represent people from all three worship services, 

people of different generations and people who have been at 

Highland for a while and some who are fairly recent to Highland. 

I believe they represent a pretty good cross-section of our faith 

community.  

In addition to the research I mentioned before, they have also 

participated in some highly focused conversations about the 

future of the church in general and of Highland in particular. 

In another article, we are going to take a closer look at 

specific goals that will help us articulate and flesh out a vision 

for Highland that faithfully embraces the mission our Lord has 

given us, we, the people of Highland to live in and serve in this 

wonderful place. 

We share a desire to see Highland succeed in being faithful 

as witnesses to the person and work of Jesus here in our own 

Jerusalem – here in our part of Raleigh. This success is important 

because we believe that the mission Jesus has given us is 

important. These are the words he left us with – his command – 

that we make disciples for our Jesus that we might see the power 

of the Holy Spirit at work in transforming our world. 
 

Blessings to All 
Pastor Alan Swartz 
 

 

Sunday Morning Schedules 
Changing -- More About WHY?? 

 

Pastor Charlie Baber Explains the “Why?” 

and the Process Leading to Decisions. 

 

Normal (Typical) Thought: 

“I want our church to grow.  

(but…..I just don’t want it to change.)” 
I think most of us can relate to that feeling.  But the reality 

is, without some kind of meaningful change, brought about 

through discernment and prayer, we will continue to see the same 

results in our midst.  I can say that I want a healthy body, but if I 

keep eating fast food and refuse the discipline of an exercise 

routine, I can expect my own health to actually decline over 

time.  For many of us, it takes a real health crises to change our 

diet and exercise patterns.  But meaningful change now can 

actually lead to an overall healthier and happier life now. 

For three months, the Worship & Evangelism Task Forces 

have studied cultural trends in church decline, demographics in 

our own area, and trends in Highland recent history.  We have 

spent time learning from other local church similar to Highland 

that have experienced growth.  We have spoken with young 

adults and others who no longer worship anywhere.  Because we 
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believe Highland can be well-situated to welcome new members 

from among the rising population of unchurched people in our 

area, we have established six long-range goals for growth in 

worship and membership.  Church Council unanimously 

approved these goals and strategies on May 21, 2017, and this 

summer we begin working towards them as a congregation.  The 

full details can be found on the church website.  For now, here’s 

the quick version! 

 

We have heard the importance of keeping a 

solid Sunday School hour that doesn’t conflict 

with worship time. 

• So, we have created a worship schedule that maintains 

Sunday School as a choice to attend before or after 

attending worship. 
 

We have heard the importance of the special 

worship communities created in our existing 

three worship services. 

• So, we do not believe eliminating any one of those 

services is in the best interest of our church or 

community.  
 

We have witnessed the need for a later 

contemporary service for our existing 

members, and especially for those not-yet 

attending. 

• So, we have created a worship schedule that allows for 

families to attend a mid-morning contemporary service 

(beginning at a more comfortable time: 10:30 AM).  
 

We have heard the concerns for excellence in 

all of Highland’s worship to not be 

compromised for the sake of growth or 

convenience. 

• So, we are working on a long-term and intentional vision 

for how each service is planned and staffed by clergy 

and laity, and music groups.  
 

We are aware of concerns over parking and 

facilities, especially on Sunday mornings. 

• So, we will encourage some members to commit to park 

at Lacy Elementary on Sundays, and work to expand our 

Hospitality & Welcoming Ministry.  
 

We are aware that Highland is an aging 

congregation in a community that is 

demographically growing younger, with 

mostly unchurched families. 

• So, we are creating church-wide evangelism initiatives 

that target the parents ages 35-54 with school-age 

children and youth who are moving into our community.  
 

We have heard the concerns of becoming lost 

in the crowd as the church grows 

• So, we are working on a long-term and intentional vision 

for care and fellowship for all members.  

 

AND -- 

• We propose a new universal system for checking-in on 

Sundays that better allows us to follow-up with visitors 

AND missing members.  
 

We have heard the concerns that older 
members might be forgotten as Highland 
seeks to reach out more to younger families 
moving into the area. 

• So, we plan to intentionally engage more cross-

generational ministry opportunities that allow 

meaningful care and fellowship for all ages.  
 

We have witnessed church-wide burn-out 

among staff and lay-volunteers, and difficulty 

bringing “new blood” into existing ministries. 

• So, we propose creating easier on-boarding and exit 

strategies for volunteers in ministry and intentional 

evaluation of the purpose of existing ministries and their 

effectiveness for providing care, formation and outreach.  
 

We have seen the church create good 

conversation and ideas that don’t get 

implemented. 

• So, we are assigning each task to specific ministry teams 

and staff, and creating a timeline for evaluation and re-

alignment of Highland’s goals as necessary.  

• Because we want to be a church our friends love to 

attend.    

• Because we want to be a place where people who don’t 

feel welcome today feel welcome tomorrow.    

• Because we imagine a church that our kids and 

grandkids want to come to.    

• Because we need to have a passion for those who don’t 

yet know Jesus loves them.    

• Because our current methods aren’t optimally helping us 

accomplish our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.  
 

Rev. Charlie Baber 
 

 

Staff Changes Announcement 
We Have Been Blessed with A Wonderful Staff in 
Recent Years; But as time rolls-on some staff 

persons move away and other gifted people come 
to serve! 
 

On behalf of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, 

we are announcing some changes to our staff. Most 
of these changes will take effect on July first. 

 

Harold Salmon, our Minister of Visitation will be 

receiving a new appointment to Trinity UMC in Red Springs, 

NC in Robeson County.   

We have been so blessed by the ministries of Harold and Sue 

among us for three years, through pastoral visitation, Stephen 

Ministry, Highlanders, and missions to Nicaragua and disaster 
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relief in Lumberton.  We hold them in our thoughts and prayers 

as they follow God’s lead in their next stage in life. 

 

Candi Scott, our Office Administrator, will be 

shifting into a new role as the full time Director of Care 

Ministries. 
For years we have witnessed the gifts and graces Candi has 

demonstrated with caring for members of the congregation.  

Candi has finished a semester of Clinical Pastoral Education at 

Rex Hospital where she serves as a chaplain outside of her time 

at Highland.  This has included 440 hours of instructional and 

clinical time. Beyond that she has spent many more hours on-call 

at the hospital.  

Starting July 1, Candi will no longer be responsible for 

receptionist or communications duties, but will focus her 

gifts on organizing the visitation and care ministries of the 

congregation.  The SPRC and pastors are fully confident in 

Candi Scott’s leadership as we seek to expand congregational 

care. 

 

Janet Baucom, will be commissioned as a Deacon in 

the North Carolina Conference this June.  

 Janet has served in lay leadership at Highland for many 

years, and will be appointed at Highland as our new part-time 

Minister of Communications & Spiritual Formation.   

Janet will help expand spiritual formation opportunities for 

disconnected church-goers to help them connect through small 

groups. We also trust Janet’s leadership in improving internal 

communications for Highland, as well as expanding our reach 

into the community.   As a deacon, Janet Baucom brings a unique 

heart for bridging the church and world, and we look forward to 

helping her thrive as a new clergy on our staff. 

 

Jeff Whicker, our Director of Music Ministries has 

accepted a position at another church. His last day with 

Highland will be the end of June.   

We appreciate Jeff’s many years of service to Highland and 

wish him all the best in his new calling.  We will have an 

Interim Worship Leader for the Connection and an Interim 

Choir Director for the traditional services as we engage the 

worship committee and members from the choirs and bands to 

search for his replacement.  

Jo Anne Swartz has agreed to serve as our Interim 

Choir Director and will continue to direct the Children’s 

Choir Programs. 

 

Ann Chapman Retiring -- Our Thanks for Many 

Years of Faithful Service to Highland!   

 

Please come to the appreciation reception for 

Ann on Sunday morning, June 11 – 9:45-10:45 

in the Conference Room 
The congregational care aspects of her position will become a 

part of Director of Care Ministries at the church. The 

administrative aspects of the position will be reassigned.   

More details will be shared as our plans are finalized and 

approved.  Ann has served Highland for many years and we will 

miss her warm smile and infinite knowledge she possesses about 

the members of the Highland family. The SPRC is looking for 

someone to serve as a receptionist. 

Rev. Harold Salmon Receives a New 
Pastoral Appointment July 1. We Sadly 

Bid Farewell to Harold and Sue Salmon 
 

Salmon Thank You Reception, June 25 

Conference Room – 9:45 to 10:45 AM 
 

Note from Harold to Our HIGHLAND 
FAMILY 

As announced here and earlier to some, on July 1,  I will be 

appointed as pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church in 

Red Springs NC.  You have managed to wiggle your way into 

both our lives and we are sad to leave but excited over what God 

has in store for us as we begin this new journey.  

For those that might not know Red Springs is a small town 

(3,500) in the southern part of the state very near Lumberton 

where we both grew up.  

Highland will always be a part of our lives and we are 

humbled by the opportunity we have had to be in ministry with 

you these last 3 years.  Please pray for us as we begin this new 

journey. 
 

Love and Blessings  

to all of Our Highland Family 
Rev. Harold (aka pastor fish) and Sue Salmon 

Retiring Highland UMC Minister of Visitation 

 

 

More About Our Summer Worship 

Schedule -- A Trial Schedule to Be 

Evaluated over 9 Weeks 
As announced on page 1, because of staff changes taking 

place in July and as the result of work of our Evangelism and 

Worship Task Forces, we will be trying a trial worship service 

schedule for the Summer. Beginning on June 25 our Sunday 

morning worship schedule will be as follows… 

 

• 8:15 to 9:15 AM – Eucharistic Worship in Sanctuary 

Continuing our practice of weekly Communion 
 

• 9:20 AM – Children and Youth Sunday School Classes 

Gather for a 9:30 AM Start. 
 

• 10:30 to 11:30 AM – Our Connection Contemporary 

worship service in Bradley Hall -- begins at a time that 

many participants have indicated is a much more 

desirable time – and more consistent with contemporary 

worship schedules used by many other churches in our 

area 
 

• 11:00 AM until Noon – Traditional Worship in 

Sanctuary 
 

• 9:30 AM (or Later) Adult Sunday School Classes will 

be free to determine their own starting and ending 

times, but those with people in Connection will want 

to begin by 9:25 AM if they want those participants to 

enjoy a full hour of Sunday School. 

 

 



Page 5 

Evaluation of New Trial Sunday 
Morning Schedule Set for Wednesday 

August 9 and 16 
On two consecutive Wednesdays (August 9 and 16), we will 

meet in the Conference Room for conversations around the 

worship experience, evaluate its effectiveness, and make a 

proposal for the worship schedule as we move into September.  

Currently, we also believe these schedule changes will help 

to make our Sunday mornings more inviting and friendlier for 

families with children.  

It is our desire to be that inviting community of faith that 

helps people of all ages and background experience the 

powerful presence of Jesus in their lives. 

 

 

HUMRingers - Ringing for Others 
(You Can be a Ringer too!) 

HUMRingers traveled to Pinehurst UMC for our annual 

spring Outreach Sunday.  We were inspired because David Beam 

IV is the senior pastor there.  You can just imagine the energetic 

ministry that those folks are enjoying under his leadership.  On 

Sunday, May 7th, their 11am worship featured our HUMRingers 

for the prelude, hymn introduction, special music, offertory, 

doxology, communion meditation, and postlude.  What a joy it is 

to share with others who don't have an exciting handbell 

program! 

Summer plans here at Highland are always different from 

the major 9-month program of regular rehearsals and times to 

ring during worship.  This gives others in our church family who 

might want to learn how to ring an opportunity to experience 

"Handbells 101" to just get a taste of how enriching handbells 

can be as part of our faith journey.  

Please call or email Ann Pearce to find out more and to 

schedule a time that is good for you.  ann@pearce.net   919-696-

1691 

 

HUMC Mission Outreach 
-- How Can I Serve? 

 

 

Backpack Buddies: Food and Cash 
Donations Needed.   

LOCAL KIDS ARE HUNGRY! 
The Inter-Faith Food Shuttle has let us know that they are 

really, really low on food and cash donations right now.  

Scheduled to resume in the fall, Highland's Backpack Buddy 

program can use your monetary.  Checks made to Highland 

UMC with Backpack Buddies on the memo line or cash may be 

donated on Wednesday night or of course sent to the church 

office any time. 

We also encourage donations for the Interfaith Food Shuttle, 

that continues to operate throughout the summer, providing 

necessary food to many hungry people – adults and children – 

across the region.  If you wish to make these donations through 

Highland, simply indicate on the memo line: “For Interfaith Food 

Shuttle.” 

Thanks for your ongoing consideration and generous 

support! 

 

Next Family Promise Hosting 

September 10-17- Save the Dates 
 

Our next Family Promise will be September 10 through 

September 17.  Please join in volunteering to help homeless 

families.  The sign-up will be available in July at 

http://wihnathumc.ivolunteer.com/familypromise_sep2017.  

More information will follow then. If you have questions, please 

contact Janine Wood, ej9wood@gmail.com or 919-606-7328. 
 

Thanks to all the Family Promise volunteers who have 

helped to make this a meaningful service to our larger 

community and I want to extend a special thanks to Paul 

Langfield who has given so much to this mission as coordinator; 

he leaves very big shoes to fill.  
Janine Wood, Family Promise Coordinator for HUMC 

 

 

 
Our Making Space for God renovation campaign is coming 

to a successful close.  Funds from Making Space for God will 

pay for a number of repairs, renovations and improvements.  

Many thanks to everyone that has already given or offered an 

estimate of giving card.  We already have over $1.6 million in 

gifts and commitments!  Every gift, regardless of size makes a 

difference, so please give, if you haven’t already.  Estimate of 

Giving cards are available in the office, if you would like one. 

Our Building Team has been meeting and will prayerfully 

recommend a final plan based on commitments made to Making 

Space for God. A church conference where every member votes 

will be held to discuss and vote on this recommendation before 

any construction will begin. Stay tuned for more details. 

Please pray for your church as we take this exciting step of 

faith!  Lord, What do You want to do through me to make space 

for You? 

Children’s Ministries Activities 
and Plans for June-July 

 

Summer Sunday School 
During the summer months, our elementary classes will 

be combined.  Our K-5th graders will gather in the Assembly 

Room (3rd floor of Bradley) each Sunday morning.   

We will kick off our summer with a Pentecost Party as we 

celebrate the church’s birthday.  What could be better than a 

rousing game of “Pin the Flame on the Disciple” ?!?!?    

Our preschoolers will continue to meet in Room 103 each 

Sunday morning. 

 

mailto:ann@pearce.net
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Help Needed  
for Summer Sunday School! 

We try to give our Sunday School teachers a break during 

the summer as much as possible.  We need parents and other 

willing adults to help with our classes.  Lesson materials and 

guidance are provided.  If you would be willing to help one or 

more Sundays please email Amy Takahashi 

 (amy@highlandumc.org).  Thank you! 

 

Vacation Bible School:  
July 10-14 -- 9:00 AM  to Noon daily 

Ages 3 through 5th Grade (completed) 
 

 

THEME:  HERO CENTRAL 

 
 

We already have well over 100 children registered for 

this year’s VBS —-and we are just getting started.  The 

registration links are at www/highlandumc.org.   Please be sure 

to register you child—-and to invite your neighbors to join us for 

Vacation Bible School.  It is the BEST week of the summer. 

This year’s VBS is built around the theme:  Hero Central.  

Our theme verse is Psalm 34:14b  “Do good!  Seek peace and go 

after it.”   We will learn how we can be super heroes for God.  

We can have heart, courage, wisdom, hope, and power.  Our VBS 

students will: 

• -discover their strength in God 

• -explore God’s mission in their lives 

• -encounter epic adventures alongside biblical heroes 

• -realize qualities that make them truly heroes in God 

 

Additional VBS Volunteers Needed! 
We are still in need of loving adults to help guide our VBS 

heroes through our activity stations.  You can be a hero by 

volunteering to help at VBS!  Just email Amy Takahashi and she 

will match you up with the perfect job for you! 

 

Vacation Bible School—-supplies needed 
Crafts are an important part of our Vacation Bible School.  

Whenever possible we try to plan crafts that also re-

use/repurpose everyday items.  This year we are collecting the 

following to be used in our craft room: 
• -toilet paper tubes 

• -cereal boxes 

• -baby food jars or small peanut butter jars 

• -buttons 

Please bring your contributions to the Children’s Ministries 

office!  Thank you. 

 

VBS Prep Fest! 
Tuesday, June 27  9-3  (bring your own lunch) 
Wednesday, June 28  9-3  (lunch provided!) 
Thursday, June 29  9-12 

Prep-Fest is all about getting ready for Vacation Bible 

School.  We cut out the pieces and organize the craft projects.  

We paint posters and props.  We make a gazillion name tags! 

Youth and adults are invited to join us in the Assembly 

Room for a few hours or for all three days.   Believe it or not—it 

is actually a lot of fun. 
 

Please note:  VBS Prep Fest, in general is not really suited for 

younger children.  Babysitting may be available by prior 

arrangement—-please contact Amy to see what we can work 

out. (amy@highlandumc.org) 

 

Take Out Church! 

Available Again This Summer 
School will be out in just a few short weeks and everybody 

will be heading to the beach, the mountains or to some other 

exotic location.  Family vacations and travel provide an 

opportunity for children or hear and learn that God is with us 

everywhere we go.  Even if you can’t be at Highland on a Sunday 

morning your family can visit a different church or take time for 

family worship.   

 

Again this year, the Children’s Ministry Team will be 

providing a “Take Out Church” Box for families to take with 

them as they travel.  It will be filled with easy and fun activities 

that can help nurture faith.   The boxes will be available after 

June 4.  Pick one up at the reception desk. 

 

Safe Sanctuary Training 
Highland UMC has a Safe Sanctuary Policy in place that 

helps us make sure our church and programs are a safe place for 

children, youth, and vulnerable adults.  All volunteers and staff 

must complete/re-new their training every 3 years. 

Safe Sanctuary Training will be offered for VBS 
volunteers, Summer Sunday School leaders and all 
other willing adults on the following dates: 

 

• Sunday, June 25  12:00 Noon 

• Monday, June 26  7:00 PM 

• Tuesday, June 27  1:00 PM 
 

If you aren’t sure if you need to re-new your 
Safe Sanctuary training please call the church 
office.   
 

Youth & Family Ministries  
 

Save the Date – Participate!! 
• Highland Service Project - June 25-July 1 

• City Servants - July 28-31 

• Youth Group Fall Kickoff - August 27 

• Senior Class Beach Retreat - September 8-10 

• Pumpkin Unloading - October 8 

• Pilgrimage Retreat - November 10-12 
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Summer Camps - How you can help! 
Summer is an exciting time in youth ministry at 

Highland.  To join in on the fun contact Sarah.  You can 

volunteer in many different ways: help in the kitchen at HSP, 

serve as a team leader at HSP or City Servants, or provide food 

for these events. 
 

City Servants Camp 
July 27-31 (27th is evening only) 

City Servants is for students who have completed 5th 

through 8th grade. City Servants is a Give-and-Receive camp 

offering Middle School youth a full weekend to explore a variety 

of local outreach ministries by morning, and have fun in the 

afternoons.  Our goal is for Christ to open the eyes of Middle 

Schoolers to the ways you can make a difference in your own 

community here and now.  Sign up is available  at  

www.highlandyouth.org/cityservants2017.  

 Cost is $125 per person.  A $25 deposit is required at sign 

up.  The final day to register is June 15.  All final payments must 

be made by July 16, 2017. 
 

Youth Group Fall Kick Off – Sunday August 27 
We will begin youth group again on Sunday August 27 in 

the afternoon.  Be on the lookout for more details as the summer 

draws to a close. 
 

Senior Class Beach Retreat – September 8-10 
As you begin your senior year of high school, join the rest 

of your class for a weekend of fun and reflection at the beach, 

September 8-10.  More details and a sign up will be sent out by 

email soon! 
 

A Night in my Car - THANK YOU! 
Thanks to everyone who sponsored us for a Night in My 

Car!  We raised over $1,000! During the event we shared in a 

soup supper together, learned more about the ministry of Family 

Promise, watched a movie, and slept in our cars in the HUMC 

parking lot!  Everyone agreed that we slept much better than 

expected, but that we weren't sure how we'd sleep if we had to 

live in our cars (with all of our stuff!).  We awoke (very) early in 

the morning to the sounds of rain and a charter bus in the parking 

lot.  Though it was earlier than we wanted to wake, it did add to 

the authenticity of the experience.  We look forward to doing this 

event next Spring! 
 

Questions?? 
Rev. Sarah Fletcher,  Minister to Youth and Families 

scaudfletcher@gmail.com    919-949-7076 
 

More News and Information About 

Our Ministry and People 
 

Look at Our Improved HUMC Website 
Janet Baucom and the new Communications Ministry Team 

have been working for several weeks to improve our HUMC 

website.  While the structure of it and navigation remain very 

similar, they have updated all of the content relating to our 

church and its various ministries. Go check it out at 

www.highlandumc.org and check out our new website" 

 

  
 

Dot McGee, Don Scott, Margaret Alford, Jim Haven, 
David Babcock,Brady Beck (son of Bev and Keith 

Beck), Chad Brewer, Margaret Simkus,  
Ginny Gralla, Hanne Barbour (Cathy Batten’s sister-
in-law), Hal Barnes, Jane Bowen (Linda Cooksey’s 
sister), Karen Brassea (Bill Babcock's daughter), 
Helen Cook, Ginny Davis, James Cornell (Amy 

Massey's son), Jennifer Epley (Sue Sink’s 
daughter), Harold Fuller, Linda Gross (Diane 

Racey's sister), Brian Hudson, Norma & Norman 
Ingle (Amy Massey’s brother and sister-in-law),  
Hal & Debbie Kennedy (Sharon Lee’s sister & 

brother-in-law), Larson family,  Betsy Lovitt (friend of 
Marcia Nance), Jeanine Lueke, Sally Lowe,  
Charles Lowe, Dee Maronpot, Jean Mims,  

Natalie Neal, Dianne Pickett and her sister Patty 
Hanner, Sara Raynor, Blake Scott (Pat and Don 

Scott's nephew), Eleen Uttrup, Lula White,  
Preston, Conor & Sarah Mann Willcox 

 

Please also remember in prayer those serving in 

our military: Michael Casey, Scott Hudson, 

RobertBoone, Erich Dix, James Noneman, and  
Matthew Bawden 
 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
 

… to Barbara Knight upon the death of her sister, Cheryl 

Brimson on May 1, 2017. 

 

New Members:  

Look for and make welcome, these new members: 
 

On May 7 at the 8:30 AM Service, we welcomed into 
membership: 

  
(More New Members Page 8) 

 

Please Remember 
in Prayer 

Judi and Les 
Brown 
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On May 7 we also welcomed Hazeline Davis  
         The Ridge Rider photographer regrets that he was unable 

to catch Hazeline that morning.  We will include her photo in a 

future issue. 
 

And –  
 
On May 14 at the 11:00 AM Service, we welcomed into 
membership: Jean and Banner Smith 

 
 

Meet Dylan Parson 
Our New Pastoral Summer Intern 

 
Dylan and Stormie 

Look for and welcome Dylan Parson, our summer intern 

assigned through our Annual Conference. This is our fourth year 

hosting an intern through the Conference “Taste and See” 

program, designed to immerse young adults in ministry as they 

discern a calling towards ordination.  Dylan will be working 

alongside our Highland pastors. 

Dylan has just completed the first year of the MDiv program 

at Duke Divinity School. He is a 2016 graduate of Denison 

University in Granville, Ohio, and his home is Slippery Rock, 

Pennsylvania, a small college town north of Pittsburgh. After 

seminary, he plans to return home to the Western PA Conference 

to serve as a parish pastor, and for this reason is interested in 

exploring what it means to be the church of Jesus Christ in a place 

undergoing difficult social and economic change. Last summer, 

he served as an intern at a three-point rural charge in the 

mountains of Ashe County, NC, and, after that experience, can't 

wait to be back working in the church. 

On June 17th, after eight years together, Dylan will be 

marrying his fiancée, Stormie, who is pictured here with Dylan. 

This is an exciting summer for him, and he is looking forward to 

getting to know the people and community of Highland UMC. 

 
 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE  
News & May Grants 

 

Grants Awarded in May: 
The Endowment Committee approved a grant to Trustees in 

the amount of $27,000 from the Bradley Family Endowment for 

new information technology and wireless communications 

systems. The Committee awarded $3,000 from the Missions 

Endowment to Pardoned by Christ, an organization that helps 

newly-released Christian inmates re-integrate into society 

through life in a half-way house and associated counseling. 
 

Next Grant Application Due Date: 
The next Highland Endowment Committee grant application 

deadline is July 1, 2017 for consideration at the Committee’s 

August meeting. Internal Highland grant applications must have 

the formal approval by vote of members of the sponsoring team. 

Applications are available from George Deaton, Endowment 

Committee Chair, or Jim Duke in the finance office. 
 

Scholarships: 
Highland has three scholarship endowments whose growth 

and earnings make available scholarship funds. Members and 

other donors may make gifts for the endowment or the associated 

annual funds (immediate use). Mark your gift as being for the 

“endowment” or for the “annual fund.” Funds are withdrawn 

from the endowment according to the withdrawal procedures of 

the Highland Endowment Committee. The corpus of the 

Endowment must be preserved. These are the scholarships: 
 

1. (Apply by July 1, 2017) The Grace George 
Memorial Scholarship Endowment and 
associated Annual Fund, 

     These are in memory of Bill George’s wife. One or more 

scholarships will be offered to Highland UMC member students 

enrolled in an Education curriculum each year that funds are 

available, with the condition that there are qualifying applicants. 

Priority will be given to applicants whose curriculum is 

Elementary Education. Applicants must be members of 

Highland. 
 

2. (Apply by July 1, 2017) The Betty M. Gardner 

Memorial Endowment and associated Annual 
Fund.   

      A qualifying scholarship recipient is eligible to have 

their award renewed upon demonstration that they are in 

good standing at their academic institution. Each applicant 

must meet these qualifications:  

• Is a resident of Wake County, North Carolina  

• Is a graduate of a community college, or is scheduled 

to graduate, and is  

• Accepted to matriculate as a third-year student or 

higher level at a college or university.  

• Shows proof of financial need as demonstrated by 

commonly-accepted   
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instruments for showing need for financial aid such as 

the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA). 

• If all application requirements above are met equally, 

then any applicants who are Highland members will be 

the preferred scholarship recipient(s). 
 

3. The Mulwee Scholarship Endowment is in 

memory of Earleen Barnes’ parents, Earl and 
Juanita Mulwee. 

      One or more scholarships will be offered to Highland UMC 

high school seniors each year that funds are available from the 

earnings and growth of the Endowment or from gifts to the 

associated annual fund. Applicants must have participated in 

Highland’s music program or in a music program outside of 

Highland, but may be enrolled in a non-music college 

curriculum. 

 

Other Endowments and Associated Annual 

Funds: 
Other Highland UMC endowments and associated annual 

funds are listed below. Like the scholarship endowments and 

annual funds, one may make a gift to any of those listed below. 

Specify that your gift is for an endowment or an annual fund 

(immediate use). 

1. Bradley Family Endowment - Major capital 

improvements 

2. Patsy Thomas Memorial Endowment - Evangelism and 

outreach 

3. HUMC (Founding) Endowment – Any use approved by 

the Endowment Committee 

4. Maintenance Endowment - General maintenance needs 

5. Special Music Endowment - Special music programming 

and needs 

6. Missions Endowment - Direct mission efforts in North 

Carolina 

7. Carolyn Sheets/Highland Service Project (HSP) - HSP 

needs 

Questions ?  Contact: George Deaton, Chair 
(919) 851-1255 gdeaton@att.net  

 

 
The normally scheduled Spiritual Formation study and 

discussion groups have completed their Spring series.  While 

there will be no regular meetings this summer, look for news of 

wonderful group study opportunities to begin in late August and 

early September. 

 

Join Us! – Fellowship & Health! 
 

Walking on Wednesdays: 9:00 AM 
Each Wednesday morning, a small but dedicated group of 

Highland folks arrive at Panera Bread at Crabtree Valley Mall.  

This is the starting point for a healthy and vigorous walk back 

and forth, the length of the mall.  Snap on your Fitbit and grab 

your sneakers for some healthy exercise (mixed with some good 

conversation).  After getting-in your 10,000 steps, you might 

want to stop at the food court for a good coffee or tea (or donut?)! 

Highland in Mission and Outreach 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – On Vacation 

until September. 
Beginning again on September 7, our Prayer Shawl Ministry 

team will meet to resume our ministry of creating prayer shawls 

to bring comfort to special people with special needs.  If you have 

not participated in this activity, think about it over the summer 

and consider joining us for a delightful time of creativity, 

fellowship, and prayer. 

During the Fall-Spring seasons, we meet in the church parlor 

on the first and third Thursdays of each month, gathering at 10:00 

a.m. and departing at noon.  We welcome anyone interested 

in learning more about our work of creating shawls for anyone 

who needs a hug and prayers. For additional information contact 

Nancy Klein   nancyannklein@gmail.com 
 

Hospital Chaplain Yoshi Takahashi 

Reports to Shawl Ministry Chair, 
Nancy Klein on Wonderful Uses of 

Highland’s Prayer Shawls 
 
Dear Nancy:  

Greetings from Charlottesville.  I hope you are enjoying the 

beautiful spring weather.  I am sorry for taking a long time to 

write this note.  I selected a couple of stories to share with you 

and your team about how the prayer shawl ministry of HUMC 

has touched people’s hearts in very difficult times.  

 

 Just before Christmas, I was asked by a former patient’s 

father to visit his church friend and youth minister in UVA.  He 

was a 35 year old man with his wife and two young children 3 & 

1 from Southwest Virginia.   He was diagnosed with rare form of 

lymphoma in Oct. 2016.  His cancer progressed very quickly.  At 

time of my visit with him, he was preparing to have very high-

risk surgery.  In fact, the medical team recommended him to go 

home to have Christmas, indicating that he would die soon.  His 

faith informed him to have the surgery.  I gave him the prayer 

shawl at the end of the visit, explaining how I got it.  Until then, 

he was fairly talkative.  When he was covered with the shawl, 

tears came down from his eyes, saying with a choking voice, “I 

want to live for my family.”   

 

After coming back from the holidays, I found out that he had 

died soon after the surgery.  He did not make it to Christmas.  A 

month later, I was with the family who introduced me to his late 

friend.  The mother told me how the wife of the late friend is 

doing, and showed me her text, saying “We are keeping the 

prayer shawl, Yoshi gave to us” with a picture of two children 

helping her mother by taking out laundry.  

 

Another prayer shawl made for a baby was given to the 

patient who had a heart surgery a week after her birth.  There is 

a prayer book in UVA Hospital Chapel, and I found a prayer 

written by a patient’s mother in Pediatric Intensive Care.   I took 

her prayers signed by all chaplains in UVA (who pray the prayers 

left in the chapel every morning) to the family.  I found them in 

the Family Lounge, waiting for the surgery to be 

completed.  During the visit, they were very worried.  They 

appreciated that all chaplains had prayed with their prayer.  Later 

Spiritual Formation 
Discussion Groups Plan for Next Fall 
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I took a prayer shawl especially made for a baby.  The mother 

was impressed by its softness.  She kept the shawl at the bedside 

of her daughter during her hospitalization.  A four weeks later, 

they left for home in Virginia Beach area. 

 

Also, another baby who received a prayer shawl last 

December just had her first birthday at home. According to her 

father, she is doing very well, having a big birthday at a hotel ball 

room. 

 

Of course, there are more stories to tell, but If I need to write 

all of them, you may never hear from me.  I hope these stories 

give you glimpse of how your prayers with the shawl are 

touching the lives of people who are going through very difficult 

time.   The shawl you made gives them comfort, hope and a sense 

of solidarity in prayer as the privilege of Christians. 

Thank you for allowing me to take the prayer shawls to 

patients and their families whom you never see, and giving 

me opportunities to witness how our prayers are touching 

them.   

 

 With a grateful heart always, 

 Yoshi 
 
 

 

Our Community Victory Garden Report 
from Donna Wolcott 

May’s weather was delightful for gardening in Highland’s 

Community Victory Garden. However, the cool nights of May 

and periods of heavy rain delayed productivity of our summer 

crops, but June’s summer weather is here and the garden is 

growing and starting to produce the earliest crops!  

We recently had many new gardeners -- from the 

community, from our congregation, and young people from area 

schools fulfilling required service hours. We have planted 

additional new things in the garden this year: a rhubarb plant and 

purple potatoes.  We also have installed additional drip irrigation, 

and wire cable on the trellises. 

So much work is needed to keep the infrastructure of the 

garden efficient and in good condition! To support our climbing 

plants (cucumbers, pole beans, squash, snow peas) on the 

trellises, we have tried monofilament, forestry string, heavy 

braided string, and now wire cable. The previous materials were 

subject to sun damage, and to being accidentally cut while 

harvesting. The wire should last. Unfortunately, the wire is also 

very hard to install. Bev and Keith Beck invested in a swagger 

and heavy cutters to make the ends tidy, but it takes two strong 

people to cut and handle the wire. Thank you, Tom Lamb, for 

spending a Saturday morning helping with the wiring. After 

weeks of work, nearly all the trellises are “wired”.  

All are welcome in the garden, regardless of experience. Our 

normal weekly gathering is at about 9:00 am each Saturday 

morning.  Tools and training on site, and good fellowship. For 

more information, contact Donna Wolcott: 

 donna.wolcott2@gmail.com, or 919-389-3198.  
 

  
Strengthening the faith journey of 

book lovers in our congregation 

 

 
 

Let’s get “Linked Together” for an all new Summer Reading 

Challenge! This program will be offered only during the month 

of July for Highland children ages 3 thru 11.    Reading over the 

summer helps children keep their skills up (preventing the 

“summer slide” for the school-age kids!)  The program can just 

be good fun and provide an opportunity for families to read 

together some of the most enjoyable children’s books ever 

written. 

Let’s see how long a paper chain we can make in the library 

with each link representing one book read.   We’ll watch the 

chain grow for 31 days … decorating our wonderful library for 

the summer!   

Each reader who successfully reads the required number of 

books from our church library will earn a coupon for yummy 

Goodberry’s ice cream! Details will be available in the library 

soon. 

 

 

 
Adult Fiction:  If I Run and If I’m Found by Teri 

Blackstock - Two new Christian mysteries by one of our readers’ 

favorite authors.     

 

Adult Nonfiction:  Talking with God by Adam Weber – If 

you want to strengthen your prayer life, grab this book!  

 

Children’s Easy: Shine by Patrick McDonnell - A shining 

new picture book about learning to appreciate the wonders in 

your world and within yourself.  

 

Juvenile:  The Rock and Gem Book - A wow-inspiring page-

turner, this Smithsonian overview of the mineral realm offers a 

kaleidoscope of colors and geometric surfaces and shapes.  It is 

a beautiful book which will be enjoyed by all ages.   

 

Please Say Yes!!!  Become a member of the Library 

Ministry Team. We are searching for someone who can help with 

the smooth running of our church library.  Previous library work 

Mary Smith 

Memorial Library 
Room 208   

Linked Together 
Summer  Reading 

Program  July 1-31 
For Children  3-11years 

 
June/July Staff Picks 
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experience is not essential, but would be helpful.  We can train 

you!  Please consider being a part of “the library committee”. 

Contact Billie Poole at 919.781.1261 or imastatefan@gmail.com 

 

Need to Renew your Book?  Our lending period is 3 weeks.  

But if you need it just a little longer, you may renew by just 

leaving a note with your name, phone number and book title on 

the library desk. It will be due in 3 more weeks, but would 

encourage you to return it as soon as possible so others can enjoy.   

  

Used Book Collection Coming (Save ‘em for us!) 
Our next Used Book Sale will be held in April 2018. 

Collection for the sale will begin in January.  Storage space in 

the library closet is minimal – so please save them for us in your 

homes until the beginning of next year.  Thank you for 

remembering us when weeding your bookshelves! 

 

 
Come see and enjoy our collection!  The library is 

staffed on Sunday mornings between 9:30 and 

10:00AM.   

 

 
 

 
 

UMW On Vacation This Summer 
The regular monthly meetings of the UMW will be 

suspended for the summer months – but – UMW circles may 

separately schedule fun gatherings.  One such gathering for 

Circle 7 is noted below.  If other such meetings are planned, you 

will hear directly from your circle leaders. 

 

 
Circle 7 kicked off the summer break with a pot luck (salads 

and desserts) dinner on Monday, June 5th at 6:00 pm at the home 

of Ann Pearce.  Bring a dish to share and ideas for next year’s 

programs.  This is always a highlight of the year with great food 

and even better fellowship! 

Be sure to check out the HUMW Library for good reads for 

the summer.  There is a diverse selection of material, so there is 

something for everyone.  Don’t forget to pick up a couple of good 

books for those trips to the beach, the mountains or for a 

staycation! 

 

  
Capital District Climate Justice Mission Study 

A Social Action Study on Climate Justice was held June 3rd 

at Mt. Carmel UMC, 610 Mt. Carmel Church Road, in Pikeville, 

NC.  While often held in nearby towns, these sessions are an 

opportunity for both learning and fellowship.  Look for future 

announcements for the next such studies. 
 

AND – We Wish all of Our UMW a blessed, 

safe summer! 
 

  
 

UMM Monthly Meetings – On Vacation 

Until Saturday Morning, September 9 
As is our normal schedule, the monthly meetings of the 

UMM are suspended for the months of June, July, and August.  

In the August Ridge Rider and eNews, look for information on 

our first fall meeting. 
 

At May Meeting, UMM Enjoyed a Visual 

Report of an African Safari 
As an example of our interesting UMM monthly breakfast 

meetings, our final Spring meeting in May featured a slide show 

of selected photos from a recent “safari” enjoyed by Irv Pearce 

and Lanny Piper.  

Following our usual great $1 breakfast (scrambled eggs, 

bacon, grits, biscuits, coffee and orange juice), we were treated 

to a wonderful projected show.  The show consisted of photos of 

animals and scenery collected by Irv and Lanny on their recent 

trip to Tanzania in SE Africa.   

In the shadow of Mt Kilimanjaro, the Serengeti Plain 

national park hosts the seasonal migration of literally millions of 

wild animals. It was our pleasure to share in viewing a wonderful, 

representative sampling of everything from beautiful native 

birds, to grazing animals like zebras, wildebeests, giraffes, 

rhinoceroses, elephants, lions, and many others.  Thanks to 

Lanny’s telephoto lens and good luck, we were able to see many 

of these up-close! 

Our thanks to Irv and Lanny for culling a great selection of 

photos from the several thousand taken on this wonderful trip! 
 

 

Highlanders -- Senior Adults’ 
Meetings & Plans 

 

Our Highlanders’ Sr. Adult Activities -- 
Ongoing with More Plans for Fall!  

Our Highlanders’ Senior Adult group is on vacation for July 

and August, although we have a luncheon planned in mid-June 

(see below for details).   

Resuming our regular monthly luncheon meetings in 

September, we invite all who might be interested, to participate.  

From Fall through Spring, our monthly meetings usually are held  
Highlanders – Continued on next page 

Our Church Library  

is a treasure! 
 

Highland UMW 
Ministries and News 

Circle 7 Pot-Luck 
June 5 

UMW Mission Study 
was held June 3 

Methodist Men’s  
Ministries 
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Highlanders – Continued 

at the church on the 3rd Tuesdays of each month.  These luncheon 

meetings always feature interesting programs and speakers.   

All interested persons also are invited to participate in 

several day trips scheduled though the year – some to nearby 

restaurants for luncheons, other day trips to nearby NC points of 

interest and special events.  It also is our custom to schedule one 

or two, out-of-town tours to more remote points of interest – 

usually scheduled for 3-4 nights out.   

All activities, and meetings are advertised in these monthly 

issues of the Ridge Rider and the eNews, sent electronically from 

the church office to all who have registered their email address; 

so. PS:  We call this a “Seniors” group, but any and all 

Highland adults and friends are WELCOME! 
 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017   
Annual Captain Stanley’s Seafood Lunch  

Please join us for our annual seafood lunch at Captain 

Stanley's Seafood Restaurant on June 13, 2017. at 11:00 

a.m.  The restaurant has senior citizen specials and grilled 

salmon (not Rev. Harold) is one of the Tuesday specials.  

The church bus will load at 10:15 a.m. and depart promptly 

at 10:30 a.m. On the return trip, we will stop at the Farmers 

Market if that is agreeable with the group.   

Please sign up at the reception desk no later than June 9. 

 

Our First Fall Events Already is Planned:  

 

September:  Sanford NC Day Trip  Luncheon 

and Show “Footloose” 
We are already planning to go to Sanford, NC during the 

week of September 18 – Probably on Thursday, September 21.  

We will have a lunch at a nearby restaurant and then attend the 

great musical "Footloose" at the Temple Theatre.  Please place 

that day time on your calendar.  

Ticket purchases cannot be made until June 1, but 

reservations will be made at that time for 35 seats.  We will make 

more later if we have a larger group. You are invited to sign-up 

at the church reception desk to reserve your seats.  Once ticket 

sales open, we will advise the cost of each ticket – which will 

require advance payment in early September. 
 

 
 

 

  1-June  Martha Vann Alford;  June  Marlon Baber; 
     Matthew Richards;   

  2-June  Adam Mottershead;  Clere Noneman; 
    Jerry Sherrill;  Paige Wilkinson;   

  3-June  Patty Baird;  Susan Eure;   

  4-June  Robin Pendleton;  Cindy Popal;   

  5-June  Allison Brewer;  Marc Morgan;  Vaan Tuang; 
    Tate Wilkinson;   

  7-June  Nina Capriglione;  Betty-Shannon Prevatt;   

 9-June  Penny Ferrell;  Floyd Morgan;  Jim Rhew; 
   Jo Anne Swartz;   

10-June  Ola Mae Cimerro;  Pam Hood;   

11-June  Bridgit O'Donnell;  Callie Ray;  Ann Wells;   

12-June  Katherine Robbins;  Bob Seaton; 
    Eddie Wood;   

13-June  Mary Kathryn Brewer;  Connor La Rocca;   

14-June  Janelle Haseman;  Megan Lawlor; 
    Tonya Sasser;  Karen Wallace; 
    Andrew Wood;   

16-June  Leiko Takahashi;   

17-June  Teresa Burt Keith;  Jonathan Chapman; 
     Stacie Foresi;  Emily Rodgers;   

18-June  Doug Kearns;  Mary McLeod;  Julia Braswell;   

19-June  Paula Broome;  Barbara Knight; 
    Sutton Moore;  Alexander Stuart;   

20-June  Lee Brooks;  Billy George;  Bill Womack;   

22-June  Adrienne Cole;  Don Templeton; 
    Janet Baucom;   

23-June  Patricia Pate;  Anne Lacey Seaton; 
    Bennett Smith;   

24-June  D. G. Harwood;  Allison Moreau;   

25-June  Kristy Kretzschmar;  Taylor McDonald; 
     Hyup Romah;   

26-June  Sally Page;  Kathleen Pate;   

27-June  Harriet Mills;  Johnnie Walker;   

28-June  Kelly McDonald;   

29-June  Dana Cope;  Colin Loftin;  Jim McCarthy; 
    Jennifer Turner;   

30-June  Stan Dilley;   

 

 

 
 

 

  1-July  Lily Brooks;  Barbara Fischer; 
   Chet Mottershead;   

  2-July  Gabriel Adamson;  Karen Copeland;   

  5-July  Tawi Lun Lun;   

  6-July  Perry Carter;  Mary Beth Hardie;   

  7-July  Thomas Rohweder;   

  8-July  Marge Walker;   

  9-July  Leota Baird;   

10-July  Olivia Knight;  Johanna Mann; 
   Donna Wolcott;   

11-July  Gay Brothers;  Natalie Neal;   

12-July  Peter Capriglione;  Lawson Cope; 
   Connie Williams;   

13-July  Charles Cimerro;  Nora Foegeding; 
    Nancy Klein;  John Eric Shutt;   

June Birthdays! 

July Birthdays! 
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14-July  Hazel Jenks;  July  Kyle Smith;   

15-July  Mary Anderson;  Allen Foegeding; 
   Jim Johnson;   

16-July  Joe Hall;   

17-July  Carson Cole;  Will Cole;  Beth Deaton; 
    Cooper Griffin;  Owen Griffin; 
    Shirley Murray;  Jude Rossi;  Erin Stiers; 
    Wendy West;   

18-July  Bynum Driggers;  Jim Stuart;   

19-July  Wanda Easley;   

20-July  Joe Haseman;   

21-July  Andrew Fletcher;  Emily Saunders; 
   Meg Smither;   

22-July  Carol Sexton;  Jeanne Shorter; 
   Rebecca Turner;   

25-July  Thien Trang Hot  Lieng;  Lee Smither;   

26-July  Mike Fee;  Charles Kerr;   

27-July  Walter Cole;  Fiona Lockett;   

28-July  Whitney Richardson;   

29-July  Susan Hughes;   

30-July  Mike Horn;  Lynda Mottershead;   

31-July  Rick Tison;   

 
 
 
 

June-July Special Events & 
Meetings Calendar 

 
 

Beginning on June 25 our Revised Sunday 
morning worship and Sunday School schedule 
will be as follows… 
 

8:15 to 9:15AM – Traditional Communion Worship Servicey 
9:20 - Children and Youth Sunday School Class 
9:30 to 10:50 AM – Adult Sunday School & Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 to 11:30AM - Connection Worship in Bradley Hall 
11:00AM to Noon - Traditional Worship in Sanctuary 
 

Adult Sunday School classes will be free to determine 
their own starting and ending times, but those with 
people in Connection will want to begin by 9:30AM if 
they want to provide a full hour of Sunday School for 
Connection people. 

 
Thursday, 01 June 2017 
9:15 AM to 10:15 AM Tai Chi Conference Room 
 
Sunday, 04 June 2017 
12:00 PM to 2:00 PM Graduation Sunday/Banquet  
 
Tuesday, 06 June 2017 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Building Committee Conference Room 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM Stephen Ministry  
 

Sunday, 11 June 2017 
9:45 AM to 10:45 AM  --Combined Summer Children's Sunday 
School – in Youth Assembly Room 
9:45 AM to 10:50 AM Reception Honoring Ann Chapman 
12:15 PM to 3:00 PM Starting Point/New Member Class 
      (Meet in Conference Room) 
 
Tuesday, 13 June 2017 
11:15 AM to 2:15 PM Highlander's Lunch to Capt. Stanley's  
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM Altrusa Club Conference Room 
 
Thursday, 15 June 2017 
5:30 PM to 8:00 PM NAMI Board Meeting Conference Room 
 
Friday, 16 June 2017 
All Day Annual Conference - Greenville NC  
 
Saturday, 17 June 2017 
All Day Annual Conference - Greenville NC  
 
Sunday, 18 June 2017 
All Day Annual Conference - Greenville NC  
 
Monday, 19 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM NAMI Support Room 202 Room 206, Room 
209 
 
Tuesday, 20 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
9:00 AM to 1:30 PM Circle 7 Planning Parlor 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Micah 6:8 Justice Forum Conference Room 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM Stephen Ministry Small Conference Room 
(210 
 
Wednesday, 21 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
All Day NO ESL (they are on break) 
 
Thursday, 22 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
 
Friday, 23 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
 
Saturday, 24 June 2017 
2:30 PM to 4:00 PM Brown/Burghardt Wedding Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, 25 June 2017 – New Sunday Morning 
Schedule 
 

All Day HSP Highland Service Project  
8:15 to 9:15 AM - Eucharistic Worship in Sanctuary 
9:20 AM - Children and Youth Sunday School Classes   
Combined Summer Children's Sunday Youth Assembly Room 
9:30 – 9:45 AM to 10:50 AM -- Adult Sunday School 
10:30 to 11:30 AM - Connection Worship in Bradley Hall 
11:00 AM to Noon - Traditional Worship in Sanctuary 
 
9:45 AM to 10:50AM Reception Honoring Harold Salmon 
                                         (in Conference Room) 
 
Monday, 26 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
All Day HSP Highland Service Project  
All Day NO ESL (they are on break) 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM NAMI 4th Monday Education Session  
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Tuesday, 27 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
All Day HSP Highland Service Project Offsite 1 
 
Wednesday, 28 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
All Day HSP Highland Service Project Offsite 1 
 
Thursday, 29 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
All Day HSP Highland Service Project  
9:15 AM to 10:15 AM Tai Chi Conference Room 
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM HCC Staff Meeting  
6:30 PM to 10:00 PM Star Twirlers  
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM OA - Overeaters Anonymous  
 
Friday, 30 June 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
All Day HSP Highland Service Project  
All Day NO ESL (they are on break) 
 
Monday, 03 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
 
Tuesday, 04 July 2017 – Holiday, Office Closed  
 
Wednesday, 05 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
 
Thursday, 06 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
 
Friday, 07 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
 
Sunday, 09 July 2017 
12:15 PM to 3:00 PM Starting Point/New Member Class  
 
Monday, 10 July 2017 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Vacation Bible School  
 
Tuesday, 11 July 2017 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Vacation Bible School  
 
Wednesday, 12 July 2017 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Vacation Bible School  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Vacation Bible School Bradley Hall  
 
Thursday, 13 July 2017 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Vacation Bible School  
 
Friday, 14 July 2017 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Vacation Bible School  
12:00 PM to 1:30 PM NO KIWANIS Meeting Today Offsite 3 
 
Saturday, 15 July 2017 
7:00 PM to 11:30 PM USA Ballroom Dance Group Bradley Hall 
 
Sunday, 16 July 2017 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Church Council Conference Room 
 
Monday, 17 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
 
 
 

Tuesday, 18 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Micah 6:8 Justice Forum  
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM Stephen Ministry  
 
Wednesday, 19 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language Youth 
Assembly Room 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM ESL Students Work in the Community 
Garden 
 
Thursday, 20 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
9:15 AM to 10:15 AM Tai Chi Conference Room 
5:30 PM to 8:00 PM NAMI Board Meeting  
 
Friday, 21 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
 
Saturday, 22 July 2017 
 
Sunday, 23 July 2017 
 
Monday, 24 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM NAMI 4th Monday Education Session  
 
Tuesday, 25 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
7:00 AM to 8:00 AM Men's Bible Study Conference Room 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM RSC Board Meeting  
 
Wednesday, 26 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
11:30 AM to 1:00 P ESL Students Work in the Community Garden 
 
Thursday, 27 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM City Servants (Middle School Service)  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
9:15 AM to 10:15 AM Tai Chi Conference Room 
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM HCC Staff Meeting  
 
Friday, 28 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM City Servants (Middle School Service)  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL Tutorial Camp (Lacy)  
 
Saturday, 29 July 2017 
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM City Servants (Middle School Service)  
 
Sunday, 30 July 2017 
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM City Servants (Middle School Service)  
 
Monday, 31 July 2017 
All Day HCC SUMMER CAMP  
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM City Servants (Middle School Service)  
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Regular Weekly Schedules 
June-July Only 

 

 

Note:  Through June 18 our Sunday Worship and Sunday 
School Schedules will continue as at present – BUT -- 
Beginning on June 25 our Sunday morning worship 
schedule will be as follows… 
 
8:15 to 9:15AM - Traditional Communion Worship -Sanctuary 
9:20 to 10:30 AM Children and Youth Sunday School Class 
9:30 to 10:50 AM Adult Sunday School & Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 to 11:30AM - Connection Worship in Bradley Hall 
11:00 to Noon - Traditional Worship in Sanctuary 
 
Adult Sunday School classes will be free to determine their 
own starting and ending times within times indicated above, 
but those with people in Connection will want to begin by 
9:25 to provide (at least) a full hour of Sunday School. 
 
Also Note:  Some activities change schedules and do not 
meet on regular schedule as shown during July.  Check with 
various activity leaders for special summer schedules. 
 
Sundays, June 4 - June 18 ONLY 
8:30 AM to 9:30 AM Early Traditional Worship Service  
8:45 AM to 9:45 AM 'The Connection' Contemporary Service  
9:45 AM to 10:45 AM - Combined Summer Children's Sunday 
Scool 
                                     Youth Assembly Room, 3rd Floor 
9:45 AM to 10:50 AM – Adult and Youth Sunday School 
11:00 AM to 12:00 PM Traditional Worship Service  
 
Sundays, June 25 – July 30 ONLY 
8:15 AM to 9:15 AM Early Traditional Communion Worship 
Service  
10:30 AM to 11:30 AM 'The Connection' Contemporary Service  
9:20 AM to 10:30 AM - Combined Summer Children's Sunday 
Scool 
                                     Youth Assembly Room, 3rd Floor 
9:30 AM to 10:50 AM – Adult and Youth Sunday School 
11:00 AM to 12:00 PM Traditional Worship Service  
 
Mondays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language  
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM NAMI Support  
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Pick Up Basketball  
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM ToastMaster's Choir Room 
 
Tuesdays 
7:00 AM to 8:00 AM Men's Bible Study Conference Room 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language  
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Building Committee  
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM Stephen Ministry  
8:00 PM to 9:00 PM A.A. (Crabtree Discussion Group)  
 
Wednesdays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language  
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM ESL Students in the Community Garden 
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM Connection Band Rehearsal Bradley Hall 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Thursdays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language  
6:30 PM to 10:00 PM Star Twirlers  
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM OA - Overeaters Anonymous  
 
Fridays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ESL English as a Second Language  
12:15 PM to 1:15 PM Kiwanis Club Luncheon Meeting 
 
Saturdays: 
8:00 PM to 9:30 PM A.A. (Choir Room) 

 
 

Worship Helpers for June 
 

 

Acolytes  Cross Bearer   
June 4 Junko Takahashi Lawson Cope 
June 11 Christian Dickens Sarah Wallace 
June 18 Aidan Cronin-Hudgins Leiko Takahashi  
June 25 Jason Pendleton Kiyo Takahashi 
 

Audio System Operators 
June 4 Richard Moore 
June 11 Ken Schuster 
June 18 Byron Baird 
June 25 Richard Moore 
 

Prayer Room  8:30am  11:00am 
June 4  George Hedrick  Paul Yeager 
June 11  Aaron Brothers  Roz Thompson 
June 18  Rebecca Turner  Linda Cooksey 
June 25  Elizabeth Turner  Jane Gray 
 

Lay Readers 8:30am  
June 4  Pam Brothers 
June 11  Aaron Brothers 
June 18  Ryan Keith 
June 25  Aaron Brothers 
 

Connection Hospitality 8:45am  
June 4  Jo Anne Swartz 
June 11  Cronin-Hudgins family 
June 18  Jennifer and Tom Turner 
June 25  (Please Volunteer -- 10:30 AM) 
 
  

Communion Helpers -- 8:30 AM Service 
June 4  Debbie Sykes 
June 11  Marilyn Mudge  
June 18  Karen Seymour 
June 25  Sue Salmon (8:15 AM) 

 

Communion Helpers  at 11:00AM Service 
June 4 Frank and Jane Gray 

 

Worship Helpers for July Worship Services 
Not determined at publication time for Ridge Rider. Please 
volunteer as you are willing and available 

 



Page 16 

 

SEE THE FULL COLOR 
Ridge Rider on the Website 
 www.highlandumc.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Cut Seals to Open  

To Prevent Tearing Highland United Methodist Church 
1901 Ridge Road 
Raleigh, NC  27607 

< 

Non-Profit Org 

 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

 

Raleigh, NC 

Permit No. 381 

> 

> 

Return Service Requested 

> 

To Contact The Church or Staff: 
919-787-4240  -- Staff Extensions as noted below 
Highland Office Staff 
Senior Pastor   …………………...........Rev. Alan Swartz, ext. 103 

Associate Pastor   …….…......…........ Rev. Charlie Baber, ext. 101 

Pastor, Youth & Family Ministry...... Rev. Sarah Fletcher, ext. 106 

Pastor of Visitation  .… announced after Rev. Salmon leaves (July) 

Director of Children’s Ministry …..…… Amy Takahashi, ext. 109 

Children's Choirs Director............… Joanne Swartz, (Home Phone) 

Connection Worship Leader ……................…. Don Templeton (*) 

Business Administrator ………......................... Jim Duke, ext. 108 

Finance Office Assistant …........................ Deanna Clack, ext. 122 

Office Administrator ……….......................... Candi Scott, ext. 104 

Congregation Care Coordinator.................. Ann Chapman, ext.100 

Facilities Manager …………….…...........….. Tom Lamb, ext. 107 

Director of Music ……………..........…..…. Jeff Whicker, ext. 105 

Director of Food Services: ……….…..… To be Determined for Fall 

Organist ………….……….....…........……….… Marcia Nance (*) 

Handbells Director …………....…………….....…. Ann Pearce (*) 

Children's Center Director..................... Gretchen Shaffer, ext. 111 

HCC Office Administrator …………......…. Judy Sprout,  ext. 110 

Director, HCC Food Services …………...…… Chris Hill, ext. 212 

Custodians……………………......……... Mr. Khai and Mrs. Cing 

 
(*) Contact these persons at their home as listed in the church directory. 

 

Bishop of the NC Conference: 

                                   Bishop Hope Morgan Ward. 

Superintendent, Capital District:  Rev. Gray Southern 

Contact and Visit us at: 
Highland United Methodist Church 
1901 Ridge Rd.    (Corner of Lake Boone Trail & Ridge Rd.) 

Raleigh, NC  27607 

 

Church Office Phone Numbers 

 (919) 787-4240;              [FAX: (919)787-4251] 
 

To contact a minister during regular weekday office 

hours:   Call the regular church phone number.  If no pastor is 

available to take your call, you can contact our Sr. Minister, 

Rev. Swartz at any time.   Call his cell phone 919-210-9120 

and leave your message. He will contact you as soon as possible!   
 

Internet WEB Site:  www.highlandumc.org 

eNews:  Send notices and announcements to Candi Mitchell at 

email address:   candi@highlandumc.org  
 

To Schedule ANY Activity at the Church – 
Contact Tom Lamb, Facilities Manager. Extension 107. You also 

may leave a written request in his mail slot in the main office of the 

church. (REMEMBER! No Reservation, No Room!) 

 
 

The deadline for the August, 2017 Ridge Rider Issue 

is July 18th .—. Send WORD documents and digital photo files 

to BOTH John Robinson and to Candi Scott at email addresses:     

candi@highlandumc.org   &  johnrobinson-raleigh@msn.com 

http://www.highlandumc.org/
http://www.highlandumc.org/
mailto:candi@highlandumc.org
mailto:candi@highlandumc.org
mailto:ohnrobinson-raleigh@msn.com

